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See next page for translation. 


[Translated by Baldo “Barney” Radovich of Watsonville, CA, in July of 2005.] 
Watsonville, Cal. January 27, 1892 
Dear friend Vlaho [Klaic¢]. 


| am writing just a few words and letting you know that | am in good health thank God and 
hope in God that it is the same with you and your family, and this time | am letting you know 
that | have received your lovely letter in which | understand all you have written. You have 
the right to ask about [your concerns]. | am thinking of coming over there if God gives me 
good health this summer. Then when we get together we will make it right so it won’t be 
wrong to you or to us. So | am hoping everything will be okay. Goodbye with a sincere hello 
to you and nephew Niko and your family, and please say hello to our family and tell them that 
we are in good health. Goodbye. Your friend Niko Banaz 


Niko N. Banaz (orig.: Banac) (1844-1907) was born in the village of Popovici, which is a few 
miles southeast of Dubrovnik, Croatia. It was part of the Austrian Empire when this letter was 
written. He returned to Popovici around 1892 or 1893 and died there in 1907. He was in 
America for many years, and was in Watsonville at the very beginning of the Croatian influx 
into that town. His nephew, Niko P. Banaz, was in Watsonville from the mid-1890s to around 
1904. It is probable that the two Banazes were not in Watsonville at the same time. The 
nephew went bankrupt in Watsonville in 1900. 


The original of this letter is in the house of Pero Klaic of Popovici and was scanned in 2005. 
The Scurich referred to in the letterhead was Luke Scurich (born Luka Skuri¢ in 1864 in Cilipi 
which is near to Popovici; he died in 1932 in Watsonville). Banaz and Scurich dissolved their 
business partnership in 1893. 


Details of the Banac family provided by Ivo Banac of Popovici in 2021. 


